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Minutes of November 14thth EAC Meeting 

 

The Allentown EAC met on November 14th, 2016 starting at 5:15 p.m. in the 3rd floor Conference Room 

of Allentown City Hall. 

EAC members present:  David Keschl, Marissa Altmann, Tinku Khanwalkar, Joseph Hoffman 

City officials present:  Mark Shahda 

Non-EAC members present:  Janet Keschl 

● Attendees made introductions and welcomed back Joe Hoffman after his absence due to illness. 

● Tinku requested that Dave Keschl remind City Council to appoint both Michael Renneisen and 

Randy Fey to the EAC. 

● The minutes of the October EAC meeting were approved. 

● Tinku made a motion to approve the Annual EAC Report, which was seconded by Marissa. There 

were no objections and the motion was approved. 

● Marissa made a motion for Dave Keschl to research what the City does with the annual reports. 

The motion was seconded by Tinku. There were no objections and the motion was approved. 

● Joe and Tinku requested that Marissa send them the notes from the November 9th meeting on 

the blending proposal for Klein’s Island. 

● Marissa gave a summary of the blending meeting, led by Dan Koplish and Tim Bradley. There 

was some concern over the possibility of higher nitrogen loading during severe storm events 

resulting from the modification of processing described in blending proposal. Both Tinku and 

Marissa expressed concern that the EPA may lower permissible limits in the upcoming years, 

and that there was a lack of clarity regarding whether nitrogen levels might increase (and if so, 

how close they might be to the permissible limits).  

● Dave mentioned that the City is working to patch leaks in the sewage lines, and that this will 

help support the capacity of the Klein’s Island facility to be able to deal with excess wastewater 

during severe storm events. 

● Tinku reported that PADEP was present at the Chamber Meeting, and the representative stated 

that they were not convinced that PADEP would be able to issue a permit that incorporates 

blending because it may not be consistent with the law. There have been cases where it has or 

has not been approved.  

● The City needs to submit its plan to EADC with a final determination of action for Klein’s Island 

by December 21st, 2017.  
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● Marissa is going to research some existing reports on blending, will contact some non-profit 

organizations that specialize in clean water issues, and will report back to the EAC. 

● Tinku and others expressed concern that the issue of blending and the EPA’s determination of 

illegal overflow have been known by the City for some time. This issue has gone through much 

scoping and planning, but the EAC and the public were largely unaware of these ongoing 

processes. Thus, Tinku made a motion to send a letter to the Mayor, copied to Craig Messinger 

and City Council, recommending that the City provide more information available to the public 

(via the website, additional meetings, and press releases) about these types of environmental 

issues whenever a significant finding or planning milestone is reached. Tinku’s motion was 

seconded by Joe, there were no objections, and the motion was approved. 

● The wording of the above letter needs to be reviewed and approved by the EAC. Tinku made a 

motion to do more tasks by e-mail. The EAC by-laws state that the EAC acts by meetings, 

quorums, and fora, but do not include a provision against acting by voting without holding a 

formal meeting, as long as the EAC has unanimous consent to the wording. Tinku amended the 

motion to state “As long as there is unanimous consent, the EAC will proceed via e-mail. If there 

are any objections or if everyone doesn’t agree on the wording and it seems that discussion is 

needed, the EAC will take action at the next meeting.” The motion was seconded by Joe, there 

were no objections, and the motion was approved. 

● Mark Shahda, the Superintendent of the Streets Department, introduced himself. He has been 

working at his position for 4 years and the responsibilities of his department include leaf 

collection, street cleaning, stormwater, and plowing. He said that blending isn’t his area of 

expertise that but suggested that someone from the compliance department attend the next 

EAC on January 9th, perhaps Dan Koplish.  

● Dave and Mark will approach Dan Koplish to invite him to attend the January 9th EAC meeting. 

● Mark reported on other activities of the Streets Department: 

● A rain garden was installed at the Livingston Watershed at Albright & Andrew, in 

coordination with other groups including the Planning Department. They are monitoring the 

effectiveness of this rain garden. This rain garden was funded through a grant. 

● Another rain garden was constructed on 15th street on the newly constructed bridge, 

and was led by a contractor. This project was funded by the state. 

● Marissa mentioned that Lindsay Taylor and the Parks Department were in need of 

funding in order to achieve Phase II for the planned dog park, which included a rain garden and 

a more enhanced riparian buffer. Mark will ask the Compliance Department to look for grant 

funding for the rain garden at the dog park, and will pass the information along to Lindsay. 
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● Mark reported that the Streets Department has installed safety grates at 4th and 

Brookdale, and that Salisbury is working to mitigate some of the debris originating upstream. A 

safety grate was also installed at Bradford and E. Allen.  

● The Streets Department has also worked on cleaning up swales by removing vegetation 

and dirt from blocking storm drains.  

● Tinku requested a report of overall goals (pending funding) and long term planning for 

environmentally-oriented issues in the City. Mark will compile this information in coordination 

with the new MS4 coordinator, who was hired to handle stormwater issues. Mark will send this 

report to the EAC. 

● Tinku proposed to use the January 9th meeting to focus only on stormwater and sewage issues. 

Dave will try to get Dave Koplish or Tim Bradley to attend the meeting. Tinku will send a note to 

Craig Messinger to request that Angela attend the meeting. Marissa will send the contact 

information for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission stormwater coordinator to Tinku to 

invite, as well. 

● Tinku mentioned that the DEP sends letters to her when there is any ongoing DEP activity within 

the City. Tinku will send them all out electronically to the EAC. 

● Dave spoke to the head printer for the City, Zachary Flagley. Ann said she will send the flyer on 

the Asian Longhorn Beetle to the printer to include with the property tax bill in lieu of the water 

bill, which will go out in December or early January. If it is included in the bill, the EAC will send a 

thank you letter to Ann (and Zachary?). If it is not included, the EAC will pursue an alternative 

action. 

● Marissa was tasked to investigate signage options for the No Mow Zones, but noted that the No 

Mow Zones at Cedar Beach have recently been mowed quite short. Dave and Janet reported 

that the zones are doing much better around Trout Creek. It was mentioned that larger shrubs 

might help mowers to understand where the zones are, and that Cedar Beach has the biggest 

issues with these zones being mowed. The EAC will request a plan for Cedar Beach from the 

Parks Department, and will continue to recommend a comprehensive stream buffer plan for the 

entire City.  

● It was proposed that the EAC should invite Lindsay Taylor to the February EAC meeting, and 

should come prepared with a map of Cedar Beach to discuss various use zones and perhaps to 

re-strategize the No Mow Zones.  

●  Discussion of issues with the Allentown Economic Development representative is tabled for a 

future meeting (possibly the February meeting) 

● Going forward, Marissa will send approved minutes to Jill Trznadel to put on the Allentown 

website. 

● Marissa will e-mail to Scott Brunet to see if he will share the EAC Facebook Group with Karen Al-

Chaar and on the Audubon Facebook Page. 

● The meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm. 

 


